PREFACE

THE author of this History of the Deccan, my father,
J. B. D. Gribble, I.C.S., died before completing this
work, which originally appeared in a series of articles
in an Indian periodical, entitled " Tales of a Deccan
Grandfather."

The task of editing and completing my father's work
has fallen on me.

The second volume deals principally with an important
alliance entered into between the Nizam and the British,
in order to afford His Highness the necessary protection
required to defend him from the turbulent foes that
surrounded his dominions.

Fr6m this resulted the formation of the little army
known as the Hyderabad Contingent that won fame and
distinction in several campaigns. Then followed the
Nizam's financial embarrassment incurred by the up-
keep of the troops in question. Finally on account of
the debt thus incurred several districts were ceded to the
British under certain conditions as security for money
advanced by them.

For ten years Mr. Gribble had keenly and closely
studied this question and was considered an expert on
the same. His death occurred just before he had finished
dealing with these matters in the chapter entitled the
Berar Trust which was to be one of the most important in
the second volume. Unfortunately I have had to cast this
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